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of social life. The challenge to private property and the
profit motive is however too great to be ignored by any
type of society. The capitalist urge towards monopoly
was brought to its logical conclusion. The purpose of the
monopoly was at least in theory transformed from that of
private benefit to social service.

The two World Wars have disillusioned young men all
over the world about the possibilities of capitalism. The
threat of unemployment and starvation is a strong reminder
of the failure of the existing system. In India, it is not even
full-fledged capitalism but a hybrid system under which
the middle classes continually grow. They expand, but
without assurance of either prosperity or security. Students
who derive mainly from the middle classes are haunted
by the spectre of unemployment throughout their student
life.

The middle classes have everywhere started to realise
that they have no future. In India, their plight is still
more pitiable. The growth of capitalism has in other coun-
tries secured for them a place in the social economy. In
India, the expansion of indigenous capitalism was resisted
by the British through political and economic pressure.
And yet, the relative comforts enjoyed by the middle classes
continually attract recruits from 6ther strata of society,
A middle class has developed which is too numerous for
support by the existing economy. Its members refuse
to go back to a lower level of economic competence. And
yet their march forward to capitalism is hampered in a
thousand ways. Unemployment has increased and so has
discontent.

The sense of frustration so often exhibited by Indian
young men is a direct outcome of this state of affairs*
Socialism with its ideal of social justice and equality of
opportunity challenges their endeavour and their faith.
The context in which they have to work and live seems
far removed from the realisation of such a changed social